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Op. 29, No. 3 (1840) 
Zigeunerleben 




Duet: "Ma mere je la vois!" 
II 
Quintet: "Nous avons en tete une affaire" 
III 
Die 7-auberflote (1791) 
Trio: "Zu Hi/fe, zu Riffe!" 
IV 
L'Elisir d'Amore (1832) 
Duet: "Esulti pur la barbara" 
Renaissance Polyphony 
Ah, Robin (?) 
Le chant des oiseaux (1537) 
V 
VI 
Guys 'n' Dolls (1950) 
Trio: "Fugue for Tinhoms" 


















Gypsy Life (Zigeunerleben) 
Emanuel Geibel trans. by Ruth Drucker 
In the shadow of the woods in the branches of the box tree, there (are) whispers, rustles 
and murmurs all at the same time. 
The flames flicker and shine, making colorful images from foliage and rocks. 
There is the moving gypsy band, with sparkling eyes and flowing hair, warmed by the 
Nile's holy flow, browned from Spain 's southern glow. 
The strong, handsome men come to the blazing fire in the swelling green (trees) to camp 
down; the women gather and prepare the food and busily fill the old goblet. 
And tales and songs resound in this circle, as colorful as blooming Spanish gardens; and 
magic incantations for need and danger extinguish the old ones' fear. 
Black-eyed maidens begin their dance; the torches shoot forth a red glow; the guitar and 
cymbal sounds beckon; wild and wilder the dance continues. 
Then they rest, weary from the nocturnal dance, and the boxwoods rustle them to sleep. 
And those who have been banned from their loving homeland look in their dreams at that 
wondrous land. 
But when in the East the morning awakens, it wipes out the beautiful pictures of the 
night; the mole comes out of its lair at the start of the day; and these visions 
vanish; who can tell where? 
Longing (Sehnsucht) 
Frans Kugler 
The waters run day and night, your longing awakens. 
You remember past times, which lie so distant. 
You look out into the morning light and are alone. 
At Night (Nachtens) 
Franz Kugler 
At night the crazy ones wake up, ghastly, ghastly creatures 
who madden your mind. 
At night in the flower garden, the hoary frost has fallen, 
to which the flowers yield. 
At night pain and sorrow have invaded your heart, 
and the morrow is greeted with tears. 
trans. by Ruth Drucker 
trans. by Ruth Drucker 
II 
"I see my mother!" ("Ma mere je la vois!") 
"We have undertaken a matter"("Nous avons en tete une affaire") 
The passionate story of Camten unfolds in Seville, Spain, in about I 820. In the Act 
I duet, corporal Don Jose is paid a visit by his childhood sweetheart, Micaela. She brings to 
him both a kiss and a letter from his mother, the latter containing some money to supplement 
his income and the suggestion that he marry Micaela, an idea to which he is gladly receptive. 
This tender scene, full of pure love and innocence, is in direct contrast to the fire and 
desperation that characterizes Don Jose's later relationship with the gypsy, Carmen. 
The Act II quintet is set in a tavern, after hours. Two smugglers, El Dancairo and 
El Remendado, talk the three gypsy girls into using their feminine charms to dupe the local 
coast guard. Frasquita and Mercedes are easily persuaded and ready to depart at once, but 
Carmen wants to wait there for Don Jose. The four give in to her wishes, but convince her 
to lure him into the smuggling venture and their gypsy band. 
III 
"Oh help me, oh help me!" ("Zu Hilfe, zu Hilfe!") 
In this opening scene from The Magic Flute, Tamino, a young Egyptian Prince, is 
fleeing from a huge and terrible serpent. After he falls into a deadfaintfromfear, the Three 
Ladies appear, and rescue him by killing his tormentor with their powers. With the deed done, 
they concentrate on the good looks of the young man and are able to leave him only with 
great reluctance. These three come from the realm of the Queen of the Night, who represents 
all darkness (evil) and superstition. Even so, in this trio, they show us a lighter, more 
charming side of themselves. 
Widely considered to be an allegorical tale indirectly connected to the prohibition 
of freemasonry at the time, this fantastical story treats the themes of good and evil with a 
combination of humor and seriousness. It takes place in Egypt, believed by some to be the site 
of freemasonry's roots. 
IV 
"Let her gloat, the cruel girl" ("Esulti pur la barbara") 
The Elixir of Love, set in an Italian village contemporary with the opera's premier, 
the 1830 's, is a study in the humorous side of human nature. 
The inexperienced peasant Nemorino vies for the attentions of the wealthy Adina, 
to whom he is devoted. She has deemed him to be unsuitable and tells him to forget her, but 
he is hopelessly in love and not easily dissuaded. Thus he seeks and obtains the "special love 
elixir" from a local quack, which promises to awaken Adina's love for him. Nemorino's 
"elixir" turns out to be cheap Bordeaux wine, but such faith does he have in its magic, that 
he is able to affect complete indifference to her after just a few swallows. After a few more, 
he is certain she will fall into his arms at any moment. 
Though she has already spurned him, Adina is now irritated with the sudden halt 
given Nemorino 's pursuit of her. Certainly now that he's withdrawn his attentions, he looks 
better to her and, after several turns in the story, she marries him. So it seems that an elixir 
truly exists, one called human nature. 
V 
Song of the Birds 
"Among the artistic hierarchy, birds are probably the greatest musicians to inhabit our 
planet." 
Oliver Messiaen 
from Birds of a Feather, compiled by Jennifer Bryant 
:;11usicians 
SFC Jacqueline M. Clarys, soprano, Dickinson, ND 
SFC Douglas D. Cox, tenor, Cedar Rapids, IA 
SSG William J. Gabbard, tenor, Pago Pago, AS 
SFC Janet L. Hjelmgren, soprano, Lake Elmo, MN 
SFC Daniel M. Hopkins, tenor, McLean, NY 
SGM Jeannie Stevens Jones, mezzo soprano, Norvelt, PA 
SSG Raffi J. Kasparian, piano, Chatsworth, CA 
SSG Alison R. Murdock, mezzo soprano, Greenville, PA 
SGM David B. Tucker, baritone, Pensacola, FL 
YOUR COMMENTS on our program are appreciated and may be sent to the 
following address: 
Office of the Chief of Public Affairs 
Community Relations Branch 
1509 Army Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20310-1509 
,, 
:7lbout the Soldiers' Chorus 
The Soldiers' Chorus serves as the United States Anny's official tour-
ing choral ensemble. It is the premiere mixed chorus of the Anny and is based 
at Fort George G. Meade, Maryland, in suburban Washington, D.C. 
The Soldiers' Chorus is a component of the U.S. Anny Field Band, 
known across the nation and around the world as the "Musical Ambassadors 
of the Anny." The unique duty of the Field Band is to perform the Depart-
ment of the Anny's public affairs mission through the medium of music. The 
Field Band's four components, the concert band, Soldiers' Chorus, the Jazz 
Ambassadors (a 20-piece jazz big band), and the Volunteers (a 5-piece show 
band) tour throughout the United States and overseas approximately 120 days 
annually. 
Currently under the direction of Lieutenant Colonel Michael D. Pyatt 
of Plainview, Texas, the Soldiers' Chorus performs a variety of musical styles, 
ranging from Tin Pan Alley to jazz, from Broadway past and present to op-
era. Patriotic music, of course, holds an important place in the repertoire. 
Versatility is key, as one singer may be tapped to perform an aria, participate 
in a Broadway ensemble, and sing in a barbershop quartet all on one pro-
gram! 
The musical backgrounds of the individual singers vary, some with 
professional experience in regional opera and music theatre, some with mu-
1,, sic education experience, and some with experience in voice teaching and 
i: coaching. Such diversity of talent in one ensemble provides great flexibil-
ity in performance and contributes directly to the group's appeal. As a result 
the Soldiers' Chorus and the concert band are in great demand for appear-
ances before civilian and military audiences, Department of Defense officials, 
and State Department functions. 
,,. 
I 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE with the United States Anny Field Band and 
Soldiers' Chorus: 
Concert Band: French horn and trumpet 
Soldiers' Chorus: piano/accompanist ,n 
Jazz Ambassadors: piano/keyboards and string/electric bass 
For information call (301)677-6231. The United States Anny is an equal 
opportunity employer. 
;'<_!1 
THE FOLLOWING RECORDING by the United States Army Field B~d 
is available through the National Archives: 
A Musical Tribute in Commemoration of World War II 
To order, send your check or money order (payable to the National Archives 
Trust Fund), including applicable shipping/handling charges to: 
National Archives Trust Fund Board 
Department 722 
P.O. Box 100793 
Atlanta, GA 30384 
(800)788-6282 
Please be sure to specify "A Musical Tribute in Commemoration of World 
War II" item #9110 for the cassette at $5.00 each or item #9111 for the 
compact disc at $10.00 each. Add $3.00 shipping/handling for orders tip to 
$50.00 and $5 .00 fororders between $50.01 and $100.00. Larger orders:· add 
5% of merchandise total. Visa and MasterCard are accepted; include credit 
card number, expiration date, and signature. , ,. :· 
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